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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant: Ignacio Mufioz-Guerra, et al. ) Group Art Unit: 

Application No.: 10/606,321 ) Examiner: Unknown 

Filed: June 25, 2003 ) 

) INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 

For: CONVEYOR BELT ASSEMBLY ) STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 

) 1.97(b) 



Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97(b), applicants bring to the attention of the 
Examiner the documents listed on the attached form. This Information Disclosure 
Statement is being filed before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits for 
the above-referenced application. 

Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner consider the listed documents 
and indicate that they were considered by making appropriate notations on the attached 
form. 

This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no 
better art exists and does not constitute an admission that each or all of the listed 
documents are material or constitute "prior art". If the Examiner applies any of the 
documents as prior art against any claim in the application and applicants determine 
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that the cited documents do not constitute "prior art" under United States law, applicants 
reserve the right to present to the office the relevant facts and law regarding the 
appropriate status of such documents. 

Applicants further reserve the right to take appropriate action to establish the 
patentability of the disclosed invention over the listed documents, should one or more of 
the documents be applied against the claims of the present application. 

If there is any fee due in connection with the filing of this Statement, please 
charge the fee to our Deposit Account No. 501,452. 



Respectfully submitted, 



June 29, 2003 




Heath W. Hoglund 
Registration No. 41,076 
256 Eleanor Roosevelt 



San Juan, PR 00918 
Tel.: (787) 772-9200 
Fax: (787) 772-9533 



AUTO-0010 



2 





- JUL 3 1 2003 J 


Complete if known 


INFO^ATIQ^ISCLOSURE 
STATEWtefrBY APPLICANT 


Application Number 


10/606,321 


Filing Date 


June 25, 2003 


First Named Inventor 


Mufioz i 


Group Art Unit 


Unknown 


Examiner Name 


Unknown 


Sheet 


1 of 4 


Attorney Docket Number 


AUTO-0010 



I U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials 


Cite 
No. 


U. S. Patent Document 
Number 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of Cited 
Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 




AA 


D282.907 


Schroeder, et al. 


03-11-1986 




AB 


D284.640 


Schroeder, et al. 


07-15-1986 




AC 


D289.496 


Schroeder, et al. 


04-28-1987 




AD 


D290.932 


Abbestam, et al. 


07-21-1987 




AE 


3,596,752 


Garvey, Francis J. 


08-1971 




AF 


3,835,982 


Zappia, Anthony T. 


09-1974 




AG 


3,881,594 


Jepsen, Peder Jorgensen 


05-1975 




AH 


3,944,054 


Ensinger, James L. 


03-1976 




Al 


3,993,185 


Fleckenstein, et al. 


11-23-1976 j 




AJ 


4,269,302 


Garvey 


05-26-1981 j 




AK 


4,276,980 


Oizumi 


07-07-1981 




AL 


4,438,838 


Hodlewsky, et al. 


03-27-1984 




AM 


4,597,492 


Lachonius, et al. 


07-01-1986 




AN 


4,674,627 


Dussan v. Benicio I. 


06-23-1987 




AO 


4,727,981 


Johansson, Lars J. 


03-1988 




AP 


4,733,771 


Grundken, et al. 


03-1988 




AQ 


4,821,866 


Melgaard 


04-18-1989 




AR 


4,953,693 


Draebel 


09-04-1990 




AS 


4,951,809 


Boothe, et al. 


08-1990 




AT 


4,961,492 


Wiseman, et al. 


10-09-1990 




AU 


4,967,897 


Lachonius, et al. 


11-06-1990 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCl 


JMENTS 




Examiner 
Initials 


Cite 
No. 


Foreic 


n Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of Cited 
Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Documents MM- 
DD-YYYY 


Country 


Number 




BA 












BB 












BC 












BD 












BE 












BF 












BG 












BH 












Bl 











Examiner 




Date 




Initials 




Considered 





AUTO-0010 



INFORM 




Complete if known 


wtiam nicr^r^Qi ipp 


Application Number 


10/606,321 




Filinq Date 


June 25, 2003 


IPt^/f^iitiPPl IPANT 


First Named Inventor 


Mufioz 




Group Art Unit 


Unknown 




Examiner Name 


Unknown 


Sheet | 2 | of | 4 


Attorney Docket Number 


AUTO-0010 




U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials 


Cite 
No. 


u. o. Patent Document 
Number 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of Cited 
Document 1 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 




AV 


4,982,835 


Butler, et al. 


01-08-1991 




AW 


5,027,944 


Damkjaer 


07-02-1991 




AX 


5,029,697 


McMillan, et al. 


07-09-1991 




AY 


5,031,757 


Draebel, et al. 


u / - 1 o- i i 




A7 


o,uoz, n uo 


r}r\\ ioIpq 


01-21-1992 




BA 


5 178 263 


Kempen, Byron J. 


01-1993 | 




BB 


5,186,314 


Clopton, Robert T. 


02-1993 




BC 


5,188,210 


Malow 


02-23-1993 




BD 


5,303,817 


Kissee 


04-19-1994 




BE 


5,316,134 


Donohue, William J. 


05-1994 




BF 


5,447,224 


Gephardt 


no iqq^ 
uy uo 1 




BG 


5,518,104 


Mattingiy, er a/. 


UO c. I I sj\j\J 




BH 


5,566,817 


Meeker 


1 0-99-1 QQfi \ 




Dl 

Bl 


5,690,210 


Layne 


1 1-95-1 QQ7 




BJ 


K 7Q7 4R1 


Uber, ef a/. 


08-25-1998 j 




BK 


5,848,958 


Damkjaer 


12-15-1998 




BL 


6,009,994 


Stewart 


01-04-2000 




BM 










BN 










BO 










BP 










BQ 










BR 










BS 










BT 










BU 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCl 


JMENTS 




Examiner 
Initials 


Cite 
No. 


Foreic 


n Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of Cited 
Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Documents MM- 
DD-YYYY 


Country 


Number 




BA 











Examiner 
Initials 




Date 

Considered 













AUTO-0010 



L JUL 3 1 2003 yj 


Complete if Known 


V £ 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT^feABraCANT 


Application Number 


10/606,321 


Filing Date 


June 25, 2003 


First Named Inventor 


Munoz 




Group Art Unit 


Unknown 




Examiner Name 


Unknown 


Sheet j 3 of | 4 


Attorney Docket Number 


AUTO-0010 



OTHER PRIOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials 


Cite 
No. 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTER), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (book, 
magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page (s), volume-issue number(s), publisher, city and/or 

country where published. 




CA 


FLEX-LINK - Drawing - Free Chain Beam #3927261- June 25, 1996 




CB 


FLEX-LINK - Drawing - Locked Chain Beam #3927262 - June 25, 1996 




CC 


FLEX-LINK - Drawing - Return Beam - #3927263 - June 25, 1996 




CD 


FLEX LINK - Drawing - Top Beam #3927264 - June 25, 1996 




CE 


FLEX LINK - Drawing - Top Beam SR - #3927265 - June 25, 1996 




CF 


FLEX LINK - Drawing - Connector - # 3927266 - June 25, 1996 




CG 


FLEX LINK - Drawing - Connector SR - #3927267 - June 25, 1996 




CH 


FLEX LINK - Drawing - Spacer - #397268 - June 27, 1996 




CI 


FLEX LINK - Drawing - Connecting Plate - #3927269 - June 27, 1996 




CJ 


FLEX LINK - Drawing - Return Beam - #3927272 - June 26, 1996 




CK 


FLEXLINK Catalog - Flexlink conveyor systems and automation components - 1998 




CL 


FLEXLINK brochure - The first choice for industry - 1 998 



Examiner 




"Date 




Signature 




Considered 





AUTO-0010 



\ $ 

INFORMATteWESflcLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


10/606,321 


Filing Date 


June 25, 2003 


First Named Inventor 


Munoz 


Group Art Unit 


Unknown 


Examiner Name 


Unknown 


Sheet 4 of 4 


Attorney Docket Number 


AUTO-0010 



OTHER PRIOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials 


Cite 
No. 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTER), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (book, 
magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page (s), volume-issue number(s), publisher, city and/or 

country where published. 




CM 


FLEXLINK - Conveyor systems and automation components catalog - 1995 




CN 


FLEXLINK - Conveyor systems and automation components product overview - 1998 




CO 


AUTOPAK - Graphic: Idle end - partially assembled - 2000 




CP 


AUTOPAK - Graphic: Idle end - partially assembled - 2000 




CQ 


AUTOPAK - Graphic: Idle end - partially assembled - 2000 




CR 


AUTOPAK - Graphic: Wheel Bend - partially assembled (close-up) - 2000 




CS 


AUTOPAK - Graphic. Wheel Bend - partially assembled (close-up) - 2000 




CT 


AUTOPAK - Graphic: Idle end - partially assembled - 2000 




CU 


AUTOPAK - Graphic: Conveyor Assembly; Idle End, Motor Drive End, Wheel Bend, Idle End, and Wheel 
End - 2000 




CV 


FLEXLINK - Drawing: Locked Chain Beam - Option 2-1996 




CW 


FLEXLINK - Drawing: Locked Chain Beam - Option 3-1996 




CX 


FLEXLINK - Drawing: Stainless Drive Unit - 1996 



Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





AUTO-0010 



